
MALAWI MISSION TRIP REPORT 
 
From Aug 13 to Aug 21, 2018 
By: Lanre Owolabi 
 
THE JOURNEY  
I left Port Harcourt on Monday August 13, 2018 with a morning flight to meet up 
Ethiopian Airlines departing Abuja about 1pm. Stayed overnight in Addis Ababa and 
joined the flight in the morning to Blantyre (Malawi) via Ndola (Zambia). Arrived 
Chileka International Airport, Blantyre at about 3pm on Tuesday August 14, 2018. 
 
The return journey was similar: departed Blantyre around 3pm to Addis Ababa, stayed 
the night and joined the flight to Lagos in the morning. Arrived Lagos at about 1pm. 
It was great to see the top of Mount Kilimanjaro from 32,000 ft above sea level. 
 
 
THE PEOPLE  
Malawi is a small country in South Eastern Africa, with capital in Lilongwe (former 
capital was Zomba) and a commercial city of Blantyre named by the founder of that 
city who was from Blantyre Scotland. 
 
After the colonial rule by UK, their first leader in a one-party state, governed like a 
dictator. His strictness about certain standards, instilled discipline in many areas 
among the people till date. Malawians are clean mostly with shining shoes. 
Environment are kept clean with many buildings having well-kept landscapes. 
Buildings are simple but have good quality finishing. Roads are generally good and 
well maintained. The cars are clean, they change tyres before the threads are gone.  
Road users give way to pedestrians at zebra crossings etc 
 
Most villages have electricity, water, phone network plus data facilities. The people 
are poor, but not backward. They are exposed, almost all families have relatives 
abroad especially in South Africa. Even in the Muslim communities, there are no ‘ba 
shiga’, and no obvious religious looks like we have in Northern Nigeria. Petrol cost is 
about three times that in Nigeria, so local taxis (especially outside the capital towns) 
are bicycles. 
 
However, dependence on foreign aids over the years has affected even the psyche 
of the people: they are generally docile. The Christians, who are like 70% of the 
population, are so relaxed that it took the missionaries to stop them from inviting the 
Muslims to participate in church programs! They saw mosques as ‘Muslim churches’ 
and Islam as a denomination! 
 
Majority of the churches were built with fund from foreign missions. They don’t 
understand the need to give. They are not yet involved in missions work.  
 
THE FOCUS & THE TEAM 
This visit was made to the missionaries of Calvary Ministries* (Capro) in Malawi. Their 
focus is among the unreached Yao people group, their religion is mainly Islam. 
 
Their team is scattered among the Yao people and made up of  
 



1. Dan & Falida Phiri - Mangochi 
2. Pichesi & Tifera Kaunda - Ntaja 
3. Henry & Annie Bisani - Chiponde (and 5 others with them)  
4. John & Margaret Adiyo - Kankao 
5. Kassim & Chisomo Tayali – Mangochi Church 
6. Richard Hussein - Katema  
7. Francis & Annie Kamwana - Lusewa 
8. Omar Kaisi - Sili 
9. Emmanuel & Praise Akawu - Blantyre  
10. Jennifer Msosa - Chisomo Day Care (and two others with her) 
 
I met numbers 1, 2, 3, 5 & 9 
 
Team leader is Emmanuel Akawu. He doubles as Capro Coordinator in Malawi. He 
now resided in Blantyre to maintain Capro office, for mobilization and to support the 
fields 
Aside Emmanuel & Praise Akawu, only Dan & Falida Phiri are Capro trained / Capro 
staff, though indigenous. 
 
 
VISITS 
 
Blantyre through Zomba to Ntaja  
Later: Ntaja to Ipute where we showed Jesus Film (Magdalene) 
From Ipute to Mangochi (Discipleship centre)  
Then from Mangochi to Chiponde (Border town with Mozambique) to show Jesus 
Film (Magdalene) & return to Mangochi really late in the night 
Then from Mangochi back to Blantyre 
 
 
 
NTAJA STATION 
Bro Emma & wife stayed at Ntaja for nine years. 
 
When their stay caused the mysterious demystifying of the person, power and 
influence of a nearby terrible educated juju man, the community says they must have 
stronger shrine. He had said that if the principality is as they described, then only one 
of them will survive. So when they had some converts, they built a meeting place 
(church), and refused to put windows and doors so that anyone can have access to 
see that nothing is hidden! 
See picture  
 



 
 
 
No one dare build house around that area before they came there, but the area is 
built up now. The plants and trees they grew were so blessed that many trees that 
don’t normally grow in the community flourished in their compound. So much so 
that a single tree produces lemon 🍋 on one side and orange 🍊 on the other!! 
See picture  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Ntaja Station House 
 
 
 
MANGOCHI STATION 
Mangochi is by the foot of the popular and very large Lake Malawi. This is the main 
station of the team, housing a 12-room accommodation hostel and teaching hall for 
discipleship training. There is also a daycare and a church. 
 

 
 
Hostel-like accommodation recently painted 
 
 
 

 
Discipleship classroom 



 
 
 

 
The church building 
 
 

 
Inside the church on Sunday 
 
 

 
Daycare Centre 
 
 
CHIPONDE STATION 
This is the station that house the primary school (thatched structure). The plan is on, 
to put a permanent structure. 
 



 
The primary school, right at the boundary. Mozambique is practically a stone throw 
on the right side of the building 
 
 

 
Station house, opposite the school at Chiponde 
 
 
 
OUTREACHES 
Bro Emmanuel had planned some outreaches: 
Shooting of JesusFilm (as narrated by Mary Magdalene) in four villages around 
different stations and an extensive 8-day medical outreach around several 
communities.  
 
The Mary Madgalene version of Jesus Films is preferred for outreach in these areas 
because it directly addresses major concerns of an Islamic mind while presenting 
Jesus to them. 
 
I was only able to go with him to Ipute and Chiponde on consecutive evenings for the 
shooting of the film, before I left. 
 



 
Preparing for the journey to locations to shoot the film  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



NEEDS  
 
A) Major need here is personnel. They need trained people in Admin, Church 
planting and Mobilization. The other team members are not that learned enough. Over 
the years, Emma & Praise had trained six indigenous people up to completing Capro 
Missions school at different times, but they left.  
Missionaries needed, training available 
 
B) Next is prayer support. They work mainly amongst Muslims. Malawian 
Muslims are welcoming and not physically aggressive, but spiritually aggressive. 
There are various forms of attempted attacks on the work and on them. The 
missionaries need a lot of prayer cover.  
 
 
 
C)  Financial Needs  
 
1) Primary School at Chiponde going into 4 years need a borehole. Among other 
things, it is to provide water to mound blocks for the planned buildings. See 2) below.  
They’ve had various donations of about $3000 but need a minimum of $4000 for the 
project  
 
2) Two blocks of classrooms are required at the primary school. By Sept 2018 the 
school will extend to standard 4, being 4 years old. And presently, the school is 
housed by thatched structure 
 
3) Many of the team members have challenge moving around. Their bicycles need 
repairs or replacements  
 
4) Residential house in Mangochi compound for staff accommodation is rather too 
small. Needs expansion or rebuild  
 

 
 
5) The buildings in Mangochi, Njata are old and needs some renovations. For instance 
the Mangochi buildings needs roofing works. Regulations in Malawi makes such 
renovations expedient  
 
6) A bigger car is needed to commute around the stations and around the country. 
The size and engine power of the present car is small  



 
 
 
 
 
With support of partners, we were able to  

1. give a gift of $1000 for Borehole Project at Chiponde (to make up $4000 
needed) 

2. give another gift of $1000 also, for repair & replacement of bicycles for team 
members & Cash gift for team members 
 
 

 
With Bro Emmanuel & Sis Praise 

 
 
TESTIMONY FOR THE TRIP 
 
The trip had to be approved by Malawian immigration before one start planning the logistics. 
Apparently the government had been difficult in granting such approvals and Bro Emmanuel 
knows it. In actual fact, he has an application since April, for a team of four from Nigeria 
(coming for a conference). The conference had been put on hold because up till now, approval 
had not been given. 
 
So when we said we are ready to start planning to come, he wrote the application, prayed 
and committed it to God. When he got there, rather than submit it normally, he asked to the 
head. He saw him eventually and explained to him why he wants this approved. The man just 
collected the application and signed! 



 
This is the second time they will receive a visit like this from Nigeria since Emmanuel has been 
in Malawi for 18 years! Needless to say, they were greatly encouraged. 
 
God bless you   
 
Aug 22, 2018 
 
 
* Calvary Ministries (Capro) is an international interdenominational mission agency based in 
Nigeria. www.capromissions.org 
 
For more information, questions and comments, please contact 
Lanre 
lanre@bml-ng.com 
+2348037403153 
 
For financial support for God’s work in this field, send Naira to the account below and send a 
message accordingly 
Olanrewaju Owolabi 
Access Bank 0017681966 
 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT - MALAWI TRIP       
     N   N  

Total Amount Raised     
  
1,190,000  

        
Int'l Flight ticket - Ethiopian Airlines (Abuja - Blantyre - 
Lagos)   

  
374,966    

One way local ticket Dana Airlines (Port Harcourt to Abuja)   
    
25,200    

Visa Fee on arrival at Blantyre  $75  
    
27,000    

Gift for Borehole Project at Chiponde (to make up $4000 
needed) 

 
$1000  

  
360,000    

 
Repair & Replacement of bicycles for team members & Cash 
gift for team members 

 
$1000  

  
360,000    

Miscelaneous expenses (Transit, Malawi)  $125  
    
45,000    

        

Total Spendings     
  
1,192,166  

        

      
       
(2,166) 

 


